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Eriko had been supporting our activities since 2006 when we formed
the patient advocacy.
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She taught us about places to learn about the new drug development
and clinical trials, and what | did not understand.
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Eriko always had the thought that "patient's thought and patient's voice
must reach more to medicine."
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Globe-athon is held in Japan in order to
understand and support the clinical trials of
gynecological cancer to more people.

Eriko formed a team of study coordinators,
and walked together with survivors and
families around the Royal Palace (5 km) as
a caregiver.
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Study session was held for patients to learn about
clinical trials.

Eriko and | have discussed and promised to continue
interactive educational sessions with patients to spreac
correct knowledge about medicine.

Eriko Aotani Patient - Caregiver Symposium was
realized with the thoughts of many colleagues who
inherited Eriko's thoughts.

Fince,
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Always greeted with her special smile for everyone, | frequently saw
Eriko at GOG and other research-focused meetings, where she was
always a valued contributor. In 2013, Eriko invited me to give a talk on
research advocacy at a Nurse Symposium in Tokyo, where she
assembled a group of patient advocates for a lovely networking lunch
and reception. She was so proud of their dedication and courage.
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Always focused on the needs and development of others, Eriko
committed to nurturing the nascent advocacy relationship that had been
building between Miho Katagi, founder of the Japanese advocacy

group called SMILEY, and me. The initial connection was through Dr.
Kelichi Fujiwara.
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Our conversations were always about her love of life and concern
for others, possibilities for collaboration, and ways to enhance
patient advocate involvement in clinical trials—never about her
struggles. In fact, our last exchanges were about linking advocates in
Japan with a DOD-funded Consortium for Long-Term Ovarian Cancer
Survival and establishing a patient advocacy training program in Japan.
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When | have tea, using the lovely tea set that Eriko gave me as a parting
gift, I think of Japan and my wonderful, selfless, bright, generous
friend who never spoke of her own difficult cancer journey or its detours.
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And, in her memory and honor, we will all continue to work toward
patient benefit and empowerment and greater international
collaboration. Eriko’s example and our memory of her will allow no less.
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Thank You !
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